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CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT
P 074 976 603

Tracy Morey
2600 South Junction Valley Road
Box 157

Almo, Idaho 83312

Denial of Notice of Intention to Conduct Small Mining Operations. Cotton Thomas Granite

Buckskin Project. Box Elder Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Morey:

The Division is in receipt of your Notice/Plan of Operations which was hand delivered to the

Division on September 11, 1997. Although you did not use our Small Mining Operations application
form (FORM MR-SMO) we believe it was your intention to seek Division acceptance of your Plan of
Operations as a Small Mining Notice of Intention. After reviewing the information provided in the

notice, we cannot make a finding of completeness. Therefore, we cannot accept your application at this

time and are returning the application to you. The basis for denying your application is as follows:

1. Surface disturbance associated with your proposed small mining operation includes

approximately 7.2 acres (including current pit disturbance and access roads). This exceeds the

five acre small mining threshold, and would qualify it as a large mining operation. To permit
this as a large mining notice will require that a detailed mining and reclamation plan be prepared

and the posting of acceptable reclamation surety.

2. During a site inspection on August 19, 1997 , the crew working the Buckskin pit indicated that
they were working for Lon Thomas of American Stone. Pursuant to Rule R647-1-106 (copy

enclosed), the Division considers American Stone to be the operator of this site. Your notice
indicates that American Stone still owns (and controls) this site. It is our opinion that the mining
operations proposed in your notice are not clearly independent of, or completely separated from
other stone quarrying activities being conducted by Mr. l,on Thomas of American Stone in the

Cotton Thomas basin area.

3. This site is also subject to the Notice of Non-Compliance which was issued to American Stone on
September L8, 1997 , which requires that all mining operations associated with the Cotton
Thomas project area be suspended until a complete and technically adequate Notice of Intention
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to conduct large mining operations is filed and approved by this office. Until the Notice of
Non-compliance is resolved, the Division will not consider transferring any part of the Cotton
Thomas Basin quarrying operations to another party.

If you have any questions regarding our decision to deny your application, or wish to come in
and discuss this matter further with us, please contact me at (801) 538-5286, or Lynn Kunzler at 538-
5310, at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

CMr"
D. Wayne Hedberg
Permit Supervisor
Minerals Regulatory Program

jb
Enclosures : Application r ec' d 9 I 1 | | 97, Rule 647- I - 106
cc: I-on Thomas- American Stone

Mary Ann Wright, DOGM
Dan Moquin, AAG
Lynn Kunzler, DOGM
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Description of Operation

The operation will quarry stone from two existing stone quarries. The quarries
have been worked several years in the past. Both quaries have good rock exposed that
has no dirt or over burden on it.

As the quarries progress we will eventually, after a few years, get to a point that
has top soil on it. At that time the top soil will be pushed into a stock pile and stored for
reclamation.

The quarrying operation entails excavating rock from the quarry face with an
excavator. Then a front end loader spreads the rock on the quarry platform where men
split and stack stone on pallets. The pallets will be loaded onto a flat bed semi-truck for
transporfation via existing roads to the sales yard.

The men will be housed in existing trailers owned by the property owner 2miles
down the hill. The operation will nrn approximately 2 months each year for the next 100
yeals.
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